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for it is possible that lie might have alluded either to helmets or
turbans, both of which were worn during this period Kalidasa
relates how tucbans (vestaiia) adorned the headl and the same word
is used also for a royal tiara.3 At Ajanta royal personalities like
kings and queens are adorned with crowns of several shapes and
designs, inlaid with an almost infinite variety of gems and precious
stones.3 That such a practice was observed by Yuan Chwang is
clear from his words when he observes that garlands and tiaras
with precious stones were the head-adornments of kings.4* Baija
confirms the existence of this system of adorning the hair, In
Harsa's case Bana remarks that "He was consecrated by the light
of the pearls in his top-knot and the dark rays of the emeralds, as
they crossed in their intermingling."3 While the lesser people, as
noticed already, wore turbans and helmets, which covered their ears,
the kings put on crowns (kirUa), which are referred to, for instance,
in the Alma copper plate grant of Siladitya VII, dated A, D. 766-67.H

The women, as stated before, used the long cloth which they
utilised also as a veil. But in some cases and probably at times, as
the paintings at Ajanta disclose, they donned ornamented caps with
broad borders and leaf designs,<' Yuan Ohwang makes no such
specific observation, differentiating between the caps worn by men
and women. He obviously refers to the custom of wearing flower-
chaplets when he says that "garlands were worn on the head/'8
But Bana mentions the hair-nets (jalikd) which were obviously
meant to keep the hair unruffled by the breeze, Describing the
beauties of Sthanvlsvara, he states that " tribes of bees attracted
by their breath are their beauteous veils, the duty of noble women,
their hair-nets ".9 Although he does not explicitly mention that the
women of Sthanvlsvara wore hair-nets (jalika), he nevertheless
apparently refers to a practice which must have prevailed in
his day.

1  Raghu,, VIII, 12, p. 161: slrasa wsianasobhinS.
2  lUd.f 1,42, P-15" rajdlhisturagdtklrnairaspr^al{ika^\anaiL
8  Griffiths, op. cit., 54, 55, 60, 64,65,69,71,73,75.
* Yuan Chwang, op. at., I, p, 151; Hiuen Tsiang. op, c&, L p. 76.
5 Bana, op. dt*, p. 61.
* Fleet, op. at, (39), p. 178,1. 56.
7 Griffiths, op. cit, 62,
s Yfian Owing, op. dt., I, p. 148; Hiuen Tsiang, op. cit.t I, p. 75,
9  Bana, Karsacarita, p. 83, text p. 98. niltswsakfsta madhukaraManycw rarnamyatn
wkh&varanaqt fadastri janacaro jahlta.